
The Great  
East Japan  
E A RT H Q UA K E

On this occasion,  the Recipients of the Order of the Rising Sun express their  
sympathy to the people of Japan and our pledge to continue to pursue close  

US-Japan relations in the areas of our expertise for which we were honored.
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The American people are also proud and  

honored by the way they have been able to assist. 

They are proud to continue doing whatever you 

would like us to as you rebuild. And that’s  

because of a simple proposition. It is not because  

of government-to-government or military-to-mili-

tary relations. It’s because of a genuine affection of 

the American people have for the Japanese people.”

Joseph R. Biden
August 23, 2011 
Sendai, Japan
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March 2, 2021 
 
 
His Excellency Yoshihide Suga 
Prime Minister of Japan 
2-3-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100-0014  Japan 
 
Dear Prime Minister Suga: 
 

I am honored to join with my fellow recipients of the Order of the Rising Sun to write to 
you on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami, and 
Fukushima Nuclear Power Station accident. My thoughts and prayers remain with the Japanese 
people, who have exemplified the deep courage and force of their national character in how they 
responded to and recovered from this crisis. 

 
Over the years I have visited Japan countless times, and I will forever cherish the 

personal and professional bonds forged with so many friends and colleagues there. 
 
In particular, I remember the honor I had of meeting you in your role as Chief Cabinet 

Secretary when I last visited Tokyo in my capacity as Deputy Secretary of Energy.  Our meeting 
underlined to me the importance and urgency of Japan and the United States working closely 
together to counter the geopolitical challenges we face both individually and as allies, as well as 
to advance our shared energy security, national security, and nonproliferation norms. 

 
Japan is a valued friend and ally of the United States.  Your pain is our pain, and your 

loss is our loss.  The tragic events of March 11, 2011, are seared into the memories of the 
American people, and we continue to support Japan’s efforts to recover, ten years after this 
unprecedented disaster. 

 
I will never forget the first phone call I received from Japan that March 11.  Immediately, 

I contacted my colleagues at the White House and in the State Department to ensure that we all 
responded immediately to the situation.  The early hours of the crisis were steeped in confusion, 
and it was only by virtue of the strong, long-standing relationships with Japanese colleagues that 
we were able through phone calls and emails to keep up with the rapidly evolving situation in 
Fukushima. 

Daniel B. Poneman 
Senior Fellow 
Email: daniel_poneman@hks.harvard.edu 
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From the first moments of the crisis, our efforts in the U.S. Government were guided by a 

simple precept: Japan is a trusted friend and ally and the Japanese people are strongly tied by 
bonds of shared values and deep personal attachments, so we must do whatever we can to 
provide assistance in Japan’s hour of need.  In that spirit, as the Deputy Secretary of Energy at 
that time I was personally in touch with Japanese colleagues during those first days and weeks 
when we were responding to the disaster. In the intervening months and years, officials from the 
Department of Energy, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, our national laboratories, other 
agencies, and our private sector continued to maintain close contact with Japanese colleagues 
and counterparts to provide expertise in a variety of areas.  As is often the case when partners 
work through a crisis, the Fukushima experience brought us even closer, and has made our 
relationship stronger going forward. 

 
Out of this crisis many of us worked closely with our Japanese counterparts to establish 

the U.S.-Japan Bilateral Commission on Civil Nuclear Cooperation, a joint initiative that 
President Obama and then-Prime Minister Noda announced in Washington in April 2012.  The 
Commission did two important things.  First, it elevated the regular bilateral dialogue on nuclear 
matters to the Deputy Secretary and Deputy Minister level, so the issues could be dealt with 
strategically across all ministries and departments.  Second, the Commission expanded our 
bilateral nuclear agenda from the traditional areas of peaceful nuclear cooperation and 
nonproliferation, to embrace the critical issues of nuclear safety, emergency response, and 
environmental management. 
 

I was honored to launch the Bilateral Commission with my Japanese Co-Chair, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Bessho, and later with Deputy Foreign Minister Sugiyama.  On my last official 
trip to Japan as Deputy Secretary, in June 2014, I visited Fukushima and was deeply impressed 
by the courage and dedication of the many Japanese engineers, technicians, and workers who 
were deeply engaged in the restoration and clean-up of the reactor site. 
 

The Bilateral Commission has provided a robust mechanism for strengthening our 
nuclear cooperation following the Fukushima accident, and it is my hope that you and President 
Biden will sustain and strengthen its work.  As I argued in my book, Double Jeopardy: 
Combating Nuclear Terror and Climate Change, humanity faces two existential threats – the 
prospects of nuclear annihilation and catastrophic climate change – and, working together, the 
United States and Japan can do a great deal to address both of these challenges. I applaud your 
commitment to decarbonize Japan’s energy economy and note the important role that nuclear 
energy can play in that effort.  Indeed, as global leaders in the nuclear arena, Japan and the 
United States have important work to advance together, including not only in the restart of the 
existing fleet but also in the development and deployment of the next generation of advanced 
nuclear technologies that are commercially attractive and inherently safe. 
 

Japan has long stood as a leader in the community of nations that support nuclear non-
proliferation, another area in which our two nations have long cooperated and requires continued 
vigilance in the face of hostile actors and the dangers of spreading weapons technology. 
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Prime Minister Suga, the relationship between the United States and Japan remains a vital 
cornerstone of peace and security throughout the world.  We have a robust and unshakable 
partnership, and we stand firmly with the people of Japan. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
people of Japan on the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami, and 
Fukushima Nuclear Power Station accident.  We have all learned from these searing events, and 
as a result I know that we will build a brighter and better future for our people in the years to 
come. 
 

Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
 
Daniel B. Poneman 
Senior Fellow  
Former Deputy Secretary of Energy 







Ten years after the great tragedy at Fukushima, individuals who care have assembled this keepsake to honor the 

nation of  Japan and its citizens who both suffered and lost loved ones. As has been said many times, it is always 

darkest before the dawn. Frequently we see the multicolored rainbow after the fiercest of  storms. Nature reminds us 

and uplifts us to the joy and beauty of  life. The sacred sky blesses us with the magnificence of  color.

In giving form to this message, I have been asked to explain my artistic process and give meaning to my imagery here. 

What do the many abstractions of  my digital art have to do with a “practical” worldly message? How does this relate 

to Japan? My artistic process is unlike many professionals who are exceptionally gifted in the field of  design and may 

seem impractical. At this stage of  my career and life, I follow my heart and work in a stream of  consciousness mode. 

Color is a formless universal expression of  beauty and feelings that is quite healing. I love design, I love art and I love 

color. And I love the peoples of  the world in all countries.

This question is actually too big to answer with a short response. However there are many symbols that express 

deep meanings hidden within my imagery. I discover what the Muse has expressed through me and learn by asking 

questions. I suggest you do the same. The circle is a recurring theme in my art. The symbolism is obvious to some, 

but on deeper reflection much can be learned. And if  one does not enjoy this approach, just bathe in the colors and 

feel the message. Even Benjamin Franklin took air baths. Why not bathe in color?

As a college student over fifty years ago at UCLA, I embraced a generation of  professors who believed that the 

purpose of  design is not merely a commercial venture for packaging products and ideas. The most noble purpose 

of  the profession is to uplift mankind. A number of  influential individuals, among them the more serious Professor 

Mits Kataoka of  Japanese descent and the joyful John Neuhart, a gifted typographer and scholar, helped sculpt 

my heart and mold my mind to their refined way of  thinking. We remained friends for many years, long after I 

graduated. 

I have always been deeply moved by the preciseness and purity of  Japanese art and culture. Years ago I was fortunate 

to meet and dialog with Paul Rand, who was deeply influenced by Japanese art and design. My career as a graphic 

designer, professor, photographer and fine artist embraces the essence of  Japanese design and art.

I thank William Martin for this opportunity to work on this project. I thank Japan and its deeply sensitive citizenry 

for having enriched my life. Hopefully the threads of  my heart as woven in these pages will enlighten and help all 

individuals in your noble country.

Sincerely,

Paul Perlow    



1. Life’s Rainbow  2.  On the Sacred Mountain 3. The Evening Sun 4.Honoring the Harvest Moon  5. The Sea of Change  
6.  The Great Wave 7. The Feathering Flower 8. Beyond the Moon’s Magic 9. Sea the Wave Orange 10.Waiting for Color 
11. Pink Paradise 12. Hidden Behind the Red Dot 13. The Land of the Paper Moon 14. The Flight of the Golden Eagle 
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16. Sphere-Is-Maximus  17. The City Is a Circus  
18. On the Edge of the Samarai Sun is based on the 
art of Utagawa Kunimasu
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